
APPLICANT CAN FILE APPLICATION FOR EXTENDED PROTECTION ORDER.  Applicant must file 
application before TPO expires. TPO remains in force until mandatory hearing. Court mails notice of 

hearing to Applicant. Sheriff serves notice of hearing to Adverse Party. 

Overview of the Protection Order Process 

  
APPLICANT FILES APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER (TPO) with 

justice court for township where conduct occurred or where person affected by conduct is 
located. (If filing against workplace harassment, must provide notice to perpetrator and victim 

prior to filing, and must pay filing fee and post $100 bond.) 

COURT GRANTS 
APPLICATION AND ISSUES 
TPO. Court provides TPO to 
Applicant and sheriff for 
service. TPO is not 
enforceable until served on 
Adverse Party. 

SHERIFF SERVES TPO ON 
ADVERSE PARTY.  TPO is in 
effect for up to 45 days. If 
sheriff cannot serve TPO (or 
Adverse Party resides out of 
county or state), Applicant 
must arrange for service. (If 
workplace harassment, TPO 
in effect for 15 days from 
issuance; sheriff charges 
service fee.) Adverse Party 
can file motion to modify or 
dissolve. 

COURT GRANTS 
APPLICATION AND ISSUES 
TPO. Court provides TPO to 
Applicant and sheriff for 
service. TPO is not 
enforceable until served on 
Adverse Party. 

COURT DENIES TPO 
APPLICATION. Court mails 
Applicant decision explaining 
denial.  Applicant can file a 
new application. 

COURT HOLDS HEARING ON APPLICATION FOR EXTENDED 
PROTECTION ORDER. 

COURT GRANTS 
EXTENDED 

PROTECTION ORDER. 

COURT DENIES EXTENDED 
PROTECTION ORDER 

APPLICATION. Applicant can 
file motion for reconsideration or 

new TPO application. 

SHERIFF SERVES 
EXTENDED PROTECTION 
ORDER on Adverse Party. 

Extended order is in effect for 
up to 2 years. Adverse Party 

can appeal. 
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COURT DENIES TPO 
APPLICATION. Court mails 
Applicant decision explaining 
denial. Applicant can a file 
new application. 

COURT SETS HEARING ON 
TPO APPLICATION. Court 
mails notice of hearing to 
Applicant. Sheriff serves 
notice of hearing on Adverse 
Party. 

COURT HOLDS HEARING ON TPO APPLICATION. 
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